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Christmas and FREE Transfers
"What a Splendid Santa Clans the Street Car Com-

panies Could Be If They Wanted To.

Tho Public Utilities Commissioners and the manage
ments of Washington street car companies have it in
ikeir power to make the community a fine Christmas
present in the shape of a comprehensive system of FREE
transfers.

The report of Mr. Beeler is before them, a report
formulated after a careful study of the local situation by
a man who SNOWS the street car business by actual

There is no need for wasting time with consultations
and conferences.

The Commissioners should set a definite
date on which FREE transfers at ALL points
recommended by Mr. Beeler shall be in opera

f
tion, and if on that date the companies re-

fuse FREE transfers a NY of thesepoints,
the five cent fare order should be revoked and
thesix-for-a-quart- er rate restored THAT

' 'DAT.

If the Commissioners should follow this course today
and the street car 'companies should exhibit a little of the
Santa Clans spirit by announcing their immediate ac
ceptance, wouldn't that make a fine Christmas present for
everybody, INCLUDING the street car corporations, who
could rejoice over having regained some of the public
good will that they are sadly in need of?

Wanted: Food Price
Conference

And Some Other Things.

While America settles the affairs of other countries
with the help of the President in Europe, is there somebody
left Home to settle THE important question for the Amen
can people the price that it costs to live?

A young man who transcribes these words from the
phonograph for the printed page has a slip showing that
icr one quart 01 me cneapest rj or miitr and one pound
of ordinary butter he paid ninety-tw-o cents.

Thirteen cents a quart for the cheapest milk, and
seventy-nin-e cents a pound for ordinary butter in a coun-
try that has thousands of tubs of butter stored away, and
prices arnnciauy upneia oy government nat tnat condi-
tion would justify a Peace Conference all to itself.

0

You read that one butcher was killed and others were
threatened with death for selling meat below a certain
extortionate "price fixed by a retailers' combination. You
read that milk dealers have been threatened when they cut
prices. And you conclude that one of the first jobs for those
who seek to make the world safe for democracy would be to
give democracy in the IT. S. A. enough to eat at a reasonable
puce.

A

Yon know of one reason why the poor are poor, and
stay poor, wnen you see the price of Liberty Bonds drop-
ping to $940 for a $100 bond because "little investors"
.are selling.

A little investor bought because he was a patriot.
He sells in some cases because he cannot afford to keep

the bonds.
But he sells more often because somebody persuades

3rim that he ought to get his money and invest it in some-
thing "good." The Government bond is worth $100 and
will never be less. The something "good" is probably
worth nothing.

And the little man who sells his perfectly good bond
and invests it in something "good" that is absolutely
worthless is displaying one of the reasons why he is a
"little man."

To sell a first mortgage on the United States of Ameri-
ca and invest the money in an oil well, a patent, or some
shark's enterprise proves again that you can't help men
by advising them. The advice must start from within.

Again is heard the suggestion that the fighting ships
captured from Germany should be destroyed, sunk, all the
money and labor in them wasted because the nations cannot
decide who shall have them.

Could any more criminally wasteful suggestion be
imagined?

This country and England have announced their inten-
tion to build hundreds of millions of dollars' worth of war-
ships. Since more are to be built, why destroy modern bat-
tleships, destroyers and other fighting craft already finished
and ready for use?

They should be put up at auction and sold to the high-
est bidder. For England has declared that she will have
the biggest navy on the ocean and rule the ocean in the
future, as in the past The United States shows an inclina-
tion to have something to say about it which may, as Mr.
Eoosevelt says, be impertinent, but which is distinctly
American.

If nations are to spend hundreds of millions in battle-
ships, why rink and destroy what already exists?

If you want to hear real indignation in prosperous cir
cles, just mention the fact that at Bridgeport, Conn., every
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When Hubby Comes Marching Home Again
She Got the Habit Waiting Up for Him in the Old Days.
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Beatrice Fairfax Writes of theProblems and Pitfalls of the War-Worke- rs

Especially for Washington Women
a girl worker whom

THERE'S to intercede for.
She has written to me,

under many names. Her cry of
protest has a hundred variations.
But at the bottom of It all there's
an unvarying something that goes

to one's heart and one's sense of
Justice. It's the plight of the
young girl wage-earn- er who is
treated as a child at home.

But she is a child her parents
will answer me, with a good deal
of emphasis. And it's true for
it's the girl of fifteen or sixteen
whom I'm speaking of. The girl
who ought to be at school, and
who isn't. The girl who oughtn't
to have to bend her youthful mind

and body to long hours of dally
drudgery, but who does do this.
The girl who is willing to be made
use of to help out the family sup-

port, but who does rebel at haying
no Individual freedom.

Ever so many things are wrong
about this situation, of course. It
goes a great deal deeper than any
fifteen-year-o- ld can understand.
Without trying to go to the bottom
of things, let's look at a little.

In the first place, I suppose we
would all admit that a fifteen-year-o- ld

girl ought to be In school. If
she Isn't It means she's had a
pretty scant preparation for life.
If she's just an average girl.
isn't likely that shell take her
own education in hand and con-

tinue it. So she'll suffer from this
disadvantage always.

Too Young to Work.

In the next place, she oughtn't
to be put to steady work, whether
It's In a factory or In a shop or at
a typewriter. You see, sho's only
about three-quarte- rs grown. It's
distinctly cruel not on the part
of her parents who probably can't
help themselves, but on the part
of the rest of us, who look on and
allow not to let her finish her
growing.

Then she's too young to have
any physical stability. Her health
won't have a really solid founda-
tion for a few years more. And to
tamper with tier health is the
worst wrong of all.

But who can save her? Sue's
. g
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TODAY'S TOPIC
Play Time For the Girl Wage-Earn- er

father's out of work or earns small
wages, and the younger children
have large appetites, and provis-
ions have to be paid for in cash.
It's quite plain that somebody
must help out.

And the sixteen-year-ol- d doesn't
demur. That isn't what she's pro-
testing about She's abundantly
willing to do her share and a great
deal more than her share to keep
the family alive. It's a sacrifice
to break away from her schoo-
lmates, to spend all her young
strength in an impersonal tread-
mill. But she accepts this sacrifice
as a matter of course. Those
young brothers and sisters need
her help. There's nothing more
to be said about it.

So she starts in. And when the
first payday comes around she
brongs home her wages with great
deal of pride and satisfaction "and
turns them over to her mother. Ifs
rather a critical moment Perhaps
she hasn't expected that mother
will accept those precious dollars
in quite the cool, matter-of-fa- ct

way that she does. Perhaps she
has taken it for granted that
mother will say, "How much are
you going to need for yourself now
that you are or
something of that sort.

Has Jfo Spending Honey.
But nothing of this kind hap-

pens. So, a little teary and dis-
appointed and forlorn, she starts
in on the second week's drudgery.

And before many days have

TODAY.
Dane allnnesota war worker and rnen

la uniform. Maaonlc Temple, &23 Elfhtb
atrMt northeast. 8 p. ra.

Dance Fort Mrer. enllattd men of the
Eleventh Cavalry, I p. m.

Formal openinr New T XL C. A. build- -
Inc at Walter Reed Hospital p m.

Service llldnlrht nun at the Fran- -
decan Monastery, 11 p. m

Partr Christmas eve partr and dance.
Central High. School. I p. m. Public
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passed, her new associates invite
her to join them in some form of
recreation. Perhaps it's a party
at one of their houses. Perhaps
it's an expedition to a moving pic-
ture theater. She reborts this
invitation, timidly, but hopefully,
when she gets home. And it's
just as she feared. Her parents
firmly tell her that she's too
young for evening amusements,
that they can't let her go out of
the house at night except in the
company of an older person, and
that she needs to go to bed any-
way.
And when Sunday comes, it's the

same story. She must mind the
younger children. And she has
no clothes except her working-one- s,

poor little Cinderella. And
she's safer at home, the tell her,
than with boys and girls whom
nobody knows anything about

Now I agree with these parents
that a sixteen-year-ol- d girl ought
not to be out late at night I
agree that she must be carefully
guarded. But I do feel when she
joined the working army, her
situation becomes different Some
compromises must be made. And
discreet parents will make these
compromises before the girl finds
herself driven to actual revolt

Every worker needs recreation.
And which one of them needs it
more than the girl who hasn't
yet reached a safe, and reasonable
working age It's her parents'
duty to see that such a girl does
have some playtime. I don't mean
that they should let her go to
dance halls. But let her join an
innocent group of young people
now and then. Let her have her

What's Doing; Where; When
era Idea School, 8 p. m. Men In uniform
invuea.

Dance Thomson Community Center, 1:39
p. m, lien In uniform Invited.

TOMORROW.
Meetlnc Jewlih Relief Committee.

Eighth Street Temple, between 11 and I
trt-et-a northwest, 8 pm.
Open houeo T W C A , S p. m, to If

p. m.
Open house Calvert Club for girls at IT

Dupoat Orel, services at ( p. m. and s

By T. E. Powers.

friends at the house. See that
she goes outdoors on Saturday
afternoons and Sundays. Don't
drink up her life-ener- without
seeing that she gets some rein-
forcement

Is It a Square Deal?
Then there is the money ques-

tion. She must clothe herself.
She must meet incidental ex-

penses. She must have spending
money. Why should these sums
be given to her grudgingly, in
driblets, when she gives you her
total earnings without a ques-

tion?
Is it fair? Are you treating

her as a free individual with
rights and preferences, or are you
trying to keep her in a condition
of slavery?

"I am sixteen years old," a girl
wrote me the other day, "and make
a salary of $12 a week. I give my
mother every cent I make and she
never gives me any spending
money. Don't you think I should
receive a little spending money?
Also, after working in a stuffy
office all day my mother very
seldom allows me to go out at
night Sometimes I am really
tempted to stay out forever when
after a stiff argument I am allow-

ed to stay out until 9 o'clock."
And another writes: "I am

seventeen and work in a factory,
earning Sll a week. Out of this
money I only get 50 cents. Now
you know, Miss Fairfax, what 50
cents is worth nowadays. Then if
I ask my mother for a dime or
nickel during the week I've got to
cry my eyes out And when I need
something new to wear, I've got to
cry week after week continually.
Honest Miss Fairfax, I am en-

tirely disgusted with this life."
Don't you think, mothers and

fathers, that there is reasonable-
ness in these appeals? Don't you
think it should be your business to
see that these young burden-beare- rs

have some actual positive hap-
piness in their lives? Remember
how bad for young people exces-
sive repression is.

To be treated with respect and
to be allowed an occasionalinnocent
"good time" is 11 that they are
asking for. Can't you grant them
hi: - - - i

,

Christmas the Year 'Round
la the Community Tree We WeaM Hare XeaMer e Yafetife Sffc

With Ua Every Day.

By
the year That is not

idea, is itl Wo have a great of that spirit atv
this time, but vl'
can 1

Tree
great waste eve
which is draggec
nwutu a ,

EAEL GODWIN.
"Christmas 'rotmd." sllclalA,

outpouring

Forestry
Christmas

ot have it with jilways? The Ameri- -
iationr is for having the ConamutY
e a permanent thing. It points to the
ear in cutting a mammoth, tree
ay soon .after the festivities. The tree

.herinsr uoint at other times as well as at
rn :i xi "... ' T rx i. tt ; . 11 1 v
vuriBuuus, me association points out. jaere ia me iu u xuk
sent to every community in the country:

"At this Christmas, season let us consider plans
for making the Community Christmas Tree permanent.
In such a tree we would have a reminder the year around
of the Christmas spirit and a daily lesson before us all
of what the Christmas spirit means, to say-nothin-

g of
the elimination of the great waste every year caused
by cutting another tree. In nearly every comaianity
there will be found an ideal spot for public gathering.
There should be the living, growing tree that would
come to- be the gathering point not only at Chrisfaw, bat
at other times. Sach a tree might become, in maay
places, the center of a scheme for planting Memorial
Trees in honor of our sailors and soldiers. Let us loot
ahead to next year by having your committee consult
the city or State forester in regard to planting a per-
manent Community Christmas Tree."

There is a good idea. "Why not have Washington first
in this year-aroun- d community spirit? "Whynot nave Wash-
ington take the lead in planting memorial trees in honor
of her boys who gave their lives for their country and in
honor of the boys who offered their lives? Here is a fine op-
portunity for a "Victory Grove" thatVould be one of the
finest tributes to our heroes no matter what may be done im
bronze and stone.

HEARD AND SEEN
GEOBGE GRANT suggests that

the crusade be
turned over to the Fostoffice De
partment

down,

"If the department could make it
as difficult to get whiskey as it is
to get a postage stamp, we would
indeed be dry," says George.

ERNST GERSTENBERCS place
has been sold to a Chinaman. See
what prohibition will do.

Wonder 1 thU It 'what prompted a
headline in the Sunday Btar Jc rrarf
"Liquor Addict Uay Aioft Tea."

RAY PULLMAN, our chief con
stable, goes on record as saying that
the cuspidor is the most useless
utensil on earth. My vote on that
subject will back that traffic trap
at Sixteenth and I streets northwest

News From Other Cities.
Ye Ed has been in New York and

Baltimore lately and reports condi-
tions in both cities as much worse
than in Washington.

In New York, however, the popu-
lace generally pays more attention
to men in uniform than here, and
soldlera say they are more welcomed
there.

Baltimore, however, is anawful
place, with high prices and nothing
much tor your money.

Speaking ot other cities, I received
today a letter from the

MACK ARNOLD, of Washing
ton, who writes from Charlotte,
N. C In deep disgust as follows:

"You have to get a search warrant
to get a regular steak down here,
and it takes a king's ransom to pry
it loose from them.

"AH these Southerners are going
to retire next year, because they
will have all the money.ln the world
by that time. When you pay your
hotel bill you imagine you are pay-
ing off the old homestead mortgage.
I think they should change the title
of that old song to 'Carry Me Back
FROM Old Virginia,' because after
you have been there for a while you
will HAVE to be carried back. You
will either be broke or have pto-

maine poisoning."

IMPORTANT CONTRIBUTION.

Prominent Citizen at Last Discloses
Mystery Concerning That Origi-
nal Movie Show.
By LEWIS MILLER THAYER.

Modesty and an Ingrown dislike to
reveal my true age has prevented

3
me from setting? into the "flirt

show" controversy; tot
the time has come to speak ria-k-t

oat In meeting--, and here
In the fall of 1865 Thomas inttborrowed one-ha- lf of my prlnttac

office, then located at 1313 F street
northwest (m the basement), to give
a private exhibition to the members
of the press and a few Invites .
friends, of the first moving- - pictures
shown In this city- - A partition was
knocked down, chairs borrowed from
neighboring- - houses and stores and
the show was on. HOE FDLKES-SO- N

was there. but msr recollec-
tion of the film show was thaf of
fire alarm, with big-- white horses
and a steaming: fire engine. II a
ballet girl picture was exhibited It
made no Impression upon my young
mina. or else it was reserved as aa
"after show" for those of more ma-
tured age.

He Is always "there" Ed. note.

"Mails up to the minute," says AI
Burleson. Only takes forty-eig- ht

hours for a letter to go from the
Munsey Building to the 300 block on
East Capitol street

Twenty-flv- e years ago my mother
went to Woodward & Lothrop's store
and bought some wondrous polxa-dott- ed

material with which to bedeck
me in the form of a shirt waist She
bought it from a clerk whom many
Washington . shoppers know well.
MR. JAMES DEARING. .

Only a few days ago MR. DEAR-
ING hailed my mother as she walked
through that same department of
the store and said to her:

"I was thinking about you this
morning. We have Just received
some of that same polka-d- ot mate-
rial you bought for your little boy
twenty-flv- e years ago. Would you
like to see it?"

If that isnt using salesmanship
and memory mixed, III miss my
guess.

Did you ever see 'BILL COCHRAN
turn a corner in that new automo-
bile of his?

CITABLE: DARR'S son,
Vf'.. ir is lookinc forward to

an active season selling Fords.

WHO REXEXBERS
Those human Victrolas we had In

ye good old days on the good ship
W. W. CORCORAN, the MARY
WASHINGTON, the T. V. ARROW- -
SMITH and the ARMENIA, who al-
ways played the same grand old
tune, "Heah's de waitah for cole
drinks." BILL SMOOT.

of Maddox Crick.

Wanted: A Food Price Conference
(Continued From First Column.)

other mechanic has bought an automobile. Befer to that
sad anarchistic fact in prosperous circles and heads will
wag and mouths will ask, "What is the world coming to?"

Civilization and labor have traveled some distance
from the days in England when the lord enclosed the deer
parks, turned out the farmers and laborers, and then when
they became vagabonds, burned a big "V" on their chests
with a red hot iron, to teach them not to be vagabonds, but
useful producers.

The problem of real distribution, giving to each as
much as he needs, and not letting anybody rob the country
as a whole is far from being solved in spite of high wages
here and there, and mechanics owning motors.

It doesn't make much difference whether yon enclose
a million acres cf land for a deer park, or whether you
enclose all the oil wealth of a country with a thousand mil- -'

lion dollar corporation.
There will be plenty left fo-- Woodrow Wilson to do

after he returns from making ail llie rest of the world
happy and perfect, " ,,
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